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All che Paper of Qaeftions that have been fent un- 
tous about Dr. Burnet’s Archiologia, 8c. are ‘not need- 
tul for us to Aniwer, fome of em relating to what 
is purely an Innocent Hypothefis, and as iuch we 
are williag to acknowledge, that there’s a deal of 
Reading, pretty Inyention, fharp Wit, and refin’d Phi- 
lofophy mingled throyghout, and as fuch the Age is 
williog to receive it: Bucall thefe Quyalifications want 
joundation to make the whole Canonical, or fix a Stan- 
dard for every Readers Judgment. As for other parts, 
which eve raisd upon the Ruines of Eternal Reafon 
aod Religion, and buile upon a Contempt ¢ accidentally 
10 ac Jeaft) anda wrefting of the Scripture, there we 
think our felves oblig’d co exprefs our Concern, and 
if poflible, in fuch Terms as may at onceexpofe the Er- 
rors thereof, and fecure the Judgment of fome Perfons, 
who ocherwile might be prejudic’d with that Air of Wit 
aad Reading they will find there, or at Jeaft with the 
Authority of the Author himfelf. Asto the Queftions 
of the firlt Book, we fhall pafs ’em over without any 
Kemark, but that fn General ‘tis a very ufetul elaborate 
‘treafury of Ancient Philofophy. Therefore to the Que- 
flions of the Second. 


Queft. 1. Hether there's any Exceptions to be 
made againft the firfi Chapter of the 
fecond Book ? 

Anjw. The firft part of it is of great ufe againft fuch 
as wou'd argue for the Eternity ot the World, as did 
Ariftotle, and a few more in all Ages; for after the Te- 
fimony of Afo(s, he fummsup feveral of the Phenicians, 
Grecians, Latins, 8c. who generally agreed, That ail 
shinzs emerg’d from a Chaotick Night. Buc then he’s un- 
willing to believe this was done on the fudden, but 
chat there being a great Strife, Dilorder, and Confu- 
fon of things, there was need of a very confidera- 
ble time to fertle them in, being loth to recede 
from the fame Pofition he laid down before in his 
iieory; which becaufe the Dr. finds to be inconfiftent 
with Afofes’s Narration, therefore (as will appear by 
and by ) he calls in queftion his Authority, endeavour- 
fag to prove the Hiftorieal part of the Creation a kind 
of Parable, not confidering, that thé it fhou’d be to 
granted, ( which we fhall never be willing todo) yet 
the 4th. Commandment, which is of too great a Moment 
thanto havea Parabolical fignification, is exprefs, That 
in fix days God created the Heaven and Earth, &c. where- 
as the Drs. Earthy particles, and liquid Mafs muft be 
may years (if at al]) in fetling to a Confiftence. 


Queft. 2. Whether as the Dr. has {aid in his 2d. Chap- 
ter, be has already prov'd by Phyfical.Reafons in his Theory, 
that the Earth was ef a {mooth and even Surface, free from 
Seas, Rocks, Mountawns, ¢7¢. as alfo, whether that which 
he offers further in the {ime Chapter, as to 2 threefold State 
of the World, be confiftent with the Authority of S:. Paul, 
St. Peter, which he makes ule of, efpecially the Lak, as the 
great Pillar on which he {upports the whole Netion ? 

An(w. His Phy fica] Reatons (as he is pleas d tocal] them) 
are founded upon his Hypothefis, thus, The Chaos was fluid 
and confuledly blended together, the groffer parts {ubfided, con- 
flitating an Interior Orb of Earth, the reft of the Matter 
was divided into liquid and volatile, the liquid containing 
in it all the Original Liquors of that Earth, which it 
encircled, and the unctuous oily Afatter mounted above that, 
and when the Air purg’d it felfof its grofs Earthy particles, 
6{ which it was full, toey fell down and mingled with the Oily 
Liquor, which growing thicker and thicker, by acceffion of 
more Terreftrial particles, by degrees grew tiff and firm, and 
fetled into the Confijtency of an habitable Earth, Hence he 
concludes, that the Carths fetcling froma fmooth Liguid, 


it’s impoffible there fhou'd be Mountains, Seas, Rocks, 
In It berore the Flood. This Narration is the Sub- 
ftance of the Drs. Hypothefis, which. he takes all for 
granted, briore he makes his Conciufion, which he 
calls a proof from Phyfical Reafons. It wou'd be eafie to 
fhow, ow unphilofophical ‘this Hypothefis is in all its 
Parcs, particularly in that Material one of the Earthy 
particles getting fir{t into the Air, or being numerous 
enough to ftiffen fo much Liquidity ; or laitly, of grow- 
ing dry in any definite Number of Years, much lefs in 
fix days, which is the exprefs time that God Almighty 
himlelf attefted in the Mount, when. he-gave the Law, 
as wellas in other places ot Scripture. 

As for the latter part of the Queftion, Whether the 
Authority feccht from the Apoftles, Se. Peter, and Sr. 
Paul, give the Dr. any ground to build thefe Notions 
upon, we fhall.now confider, his Thefis is Terram fuiffe, 
&c. “* That the Earth was in its Antideluvian State of 
“another Form, different from what it is now, as al- 
“fo the Heaven ofanother Poficion. Firft let us fee what 
St. Peter fays, AaySayss 93 auris Te70 Strovresy Ce. 
For they (to wit, the Scoffers that queftion’d the Se- 
cond Coming of Chrift) are willingly ignorant of this, that 
by the Word of God the Heavens were of old,and the Earth jtand- 
ing out of the Waser, and inthe Waster, by which the then World 
perifb'd, being overflow'd with water ; and the now Heavens and 
Earth are by the {ame word kept in Store, referved unto Fire a- 
gainjt the day of Fudgment, and Perdition of ungodly Men. We 
will endeavour to do the Dr. Juftice, in Abftracting 
his Expofition of this place, fince he fays, p.225. Su- 
pra banc petramTheoriam Telluris, 8¢c. that he has chiefly 
built his THEORY OF THE EARTH upon this Pillar or 
Paflage of St. Peter: As alfo upon a parallel paffage of 
St. Paul, which becaufe tending to the fame thing, 
(thé in different Chapters ) we fhall confider ‘em ro- 
gether, and be a little larger here, thd we contract 
our Difcourfe in the reft. 

The Drs. Expofition. Thefe Scoffers queftion a future 
deftruction, or change of this Natural World, their Education 
and Faith teaching no {uch Doctrine for a long long (uccejion 
of years : But they are willingly ignorant of the firft State .of 
Nature, which by its Confhivunion was deflroy'd by a Deluge, 
but the Heavens and Earth which arenow, baving a different 
Conftitution, fhall be deftroy’d by Fire. 

Anjw. The Phrafe NATHRAL WORLD in the Ex- 
pofition, is itrain’d and unnatural, the Apoftles defign 
being not to build a Theory of the Earth, but to hhow 
the parallel betwen the unexpe&ted Judgment upon the 
other World of the Ungodly, and che {udden Comin 
of Chrift upon the now World of Scoffers, che frit 
by a Deluge, the laft by a General Conflagration. We 
are willing to grant, that the World before the Flood 
might receive a confiderable change by the Deluge,as ma- 
ny {mall Rivers rade, fome Mountains calt up, Gc. bur 
that it receiy'd no fuch change asa total inverfion, by 
breaking into pieces, and lofing its firft {cituation, is 
the Matter we deny, and what the Dr. wou'd prove ; 
but this we fhall conie to in anfwering his 5 Realons 
for his Opinion. 

To prove the foregoing Expofition, he adds the 5 fol- 
lowing Arguments : 


t. If the Face of Nature is yet the (ame, then (she 
Gs curetixres ) the Scoffers bad what they contended for, 
which is not to be granted. . | 

Anfw. It wou'd be true, if the Apoftles words, All 
things continue as they were fram the Creation of the Puld, 
can be fo limited, to mean, That this Vifible State of Na- 
ture was never yee wholly alter’d in its Conjftitution from 
the Creation of the World ; ( asin the Theory ) tor chat’s 
the Poizt the Dr. contends for, and he mult mare 
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, thefe Seoffers deny this very thing, 


“) 
poy, There's no body bur muft fee 


or his Intevence is falfe : 
the Fallacy. in 

4. The Hews were net tgnorant that there ws a Deluge, 
and where not blamn'd therefore, but becamle they were (or feem ad) 
iguorant that the AMtediluvian Heavens and Earth bad a 
differeme Confiisution from what they have now. 

Anjw. They cou'd not be blam’d by the A 
being ignorant of what was never taught 10 ¢ 
betore, vig. That there was fuch a thorow Change and 
Deftruétion of the firft Stare of Nature, as the Theory 
fuppofes, If the Dr. will bring che Opinion of the An- 
cient or Modern Jews to confirm his, well be his Dil- 
ciples. 

3. The sth. Verle which is brought here to Show ‘the Mu- 
tability of Nature, wou'd without the above Expofition be to 
no ofe. 

po Yes, to fufficient purpofe, if the whole World 
of Men was deftroy’d, if the whole Syitem of Nature 
wes for the prefenc as it were converted ito One Ele- 
ment ; if the Face of the Earth, ( which we'll grant much 
more eve: and beautiful. chan now ) was upon the de- 
creale of the Waters all cover'd with Corps and Mud, 
Trees torn up by the roots, the Channels of Rivers 
turn’d another way, Cities demolifht, and Nature in 
general made defolate, and no hopes of reparation but 
the poor remains of Mortality that was fhut up in the 
Ark, to begin and replenifh the World anew: It all 
this be truch, and much more of the fame Nature, then 
the Apoftle’s Argument which is fupposd in the sth. 
Verfe, is not in vain. } 

4. The Confequence in the 6th. Verfe wou'd be without 
due Premifes. 

An{w. The Confequence is very juft without the Dr's 
fence, which relies very much upon a Natural Caufe, 
calling A’ Sy, Conftitutionem vel fitum terra ; leaving out 
Verbum Dei, which neverthelels will come in for the 
preate(t fhare in that heavy Judgment, and f{poil all the 
Philofophy in the Cafe. The Natura] Inference is thus, 
By tie Word of God the Heavens were of old, and the Earth 
ftanding in the Water and out of the Water, by which Word 
and Siiuation the World of ungodly Men perifbed in the Wa- 
ters, andthe face of Nature was made defolate, and ftrange- 
ly alter'd, as in the laft Aafwer. 

5. There’s an Antithefis in the 7th. Verje, the Heavens 
and Earth before the Flood are diftingtifht from thofe that are 
now. 

Anfw. The Antichefis is very genuine in the 72h, 
Verfe as to the Appellation of new and old, in refpeét 
both of Earth and Heavens, before and after the Fleod. 
Firft, as to the Earth, it is very properly called the old 
World in refpeét co this, in relation to its felf, as com- 
ing almoft out of its Chaos again, as we detcrib’d in 
Anfw, 3. but more efpecially to Nozh’s {mall Family, 
who were to begin the World again, both as to Peo- 
pling, Building, ¢7¢. And as for che Heavens, ic mutft 
be either underftood of thoie below the Moon or thofe 
above it; notthe laft, for then the Moon it felf had 
been"deftroyed : So that we can only reafonably believe 
it to be the Clouds, Atmofpere, and the Air, which 
might be tranfelemented and changed into Water ( and 
might therefore be faid to be deftroy’d, as not being the 
fame ) and after they had done their fatal office, they 
might either naturally be rarity’d again as Vapours are, 
ot might by their Creator’s fiat be at once chang’d to 
their firft Nature and Office. 

And to fhow the !mprobability of any other Change 
of the Heavens and Earth by the Deluge, let us com- 
pare this Paflage of St. Peser with others ; firft with 
another of his own, 2 Pet.2.5+ Gen. 6+ 7, idem 13, 
with the Earth, in the Original from the Earth. Gen. 7. 4. 
id. 21, 8¢c. where all che places that mention this De- 
luge {peak only of deftrsying a living Creatures from off 
she face of the Earth, but not the Earth ic felf. 

Laffly, Ic won't be amifs to Note how this Paflage 
of St. Peter fpoils the whole epoch at once affirm- 
ing that the Earth ftood in the Water and out of the Water, 
which is exaétly contrary to the Hypothefis, fo that ei- 
ther the Dr. muft quit the Pillar of bis Theory, and feek 
a new one, or bury his Theory under fo proper a Mo- 
aument. 
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We fhall alfo remark that this threefold State ef Mz. 
ture which the Dr. wou'd have St. Paul to hint at jn 
the 8. of the Romans, falls very unluckily for his pur. 
pote, two of ‘em being before the Flood, when he 
wou'd have ‘his fecond begin ; but that only by tie 


Que ft. 3. Whether the Canfe that the Dr. affers for the 
Univer{al Deluge, be agreeable to bis own Theory ? 

Anjw. Yes, agreeable enough, and very pretty for an 
Hypothefis, only we muft lay Scripture by if we be- 
lieve one tittle of it: Our Author would have it a 7:- 
hom-Rabbsh, An Eruption of Waters out of the BV on.b of the 
Earth: St. Peter calls it a Flood; and Moles gives yuu 
the time and degrees of its Increafe and Decreate. 

Queft. 4. WHat think you of the sth. and 6th. Chapter, 
which mention the right and oblique Pofition of the Earih to 
the Sun, with their Properties and Phenomena’s con{:quent 
upon {uch a Change ? 

An{w. We have not room to confider this at prefent 
befides, here being nothing againft Scripture, we th.) 
pais it over, according to owr Piomile at the begin- 
ning. ’ 


In our next Mercury we fhall prove that the Place ot 
the Garden of Eden may be affign’d very near, as 
alfo thatthe four Rivers which come trom it, at 
this day are certainly known, which will turtker 
fhew the Earth did not fall in thac Deftru@ion the 
Dr. pretends. We fhall allo examine his Cpinions 
about the Hiftorical part of the Creation, which 
he has endeayour'd to prove an Allegory: And 
laftly we thal! eflay to clear thofe Abjurdities he 
has faftened upon Mo/es. 
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Adbertifements. 
There is this Day Publithed 


ue He Fourth Edition of the New Mar- 

_ & tyrology or Bloody Affizes, &c. Con- 
taining feveral Speeches, Letters, Elegies, and 
New Difcoveries, ( tent out of the WEST ) 
ne're Printed before : As alfo many large and 
Private Memoirs fent from other places 
which renders this Fourth Edition _A NEW 
SECRET AdISIORY of the late Times :- 
To which is added the Effigies of the mott 
Eminent Sofferers, with many New Poems on 
their Deaths not printed before; as alfo a 
much larger Account than has yet been 
given of the LIFE amd DEATH of the late 
LORD JEFFERIES ; fo that the whole Work: 


is now Compleat with an ALPHABETI. - 


CAL TABLE annext to it. Publifhed by 
Thomas Pitts, Gent. Printed ( according to 


the Original Copies ) for John Dunton at 
the Raven in the Poultrey, 


Ves He Fravity and Uncertainty of the Life of Man : De- 
liver'd in a Sermon at the Funeral of a Per- 
fon that dyed fiddenly. Publifked by VVilliasa Buh 
Minifter ofthe Gofpe!. Printed for Fobn Dunton at the 
Raven in the Pondtrey. | 


A Brief Difquifition of the Law of Nature, according 
tothe Principles and Method Jaid down jin the 
Reverend Dr. Cumberland’s ( now Lord Bithop of Pe- 
terborough’s ) Latin Treatife on that Sub jet: As alfo his 
Confutations of Mr. Hebés’s Principles put iato another 
Method ; witlrthe right Reverend Author’s Approbati- 
on. London, Printed, and are to be Sold by R. Baldwir, 
near the Oxford-Arms in Warwick-line. 1692. 
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LONDON, Printed for John Jountomat the Raven inthe Ponler-y, 1692. 
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